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Garbage contract approved; includes new recycling bins

kjosephsen@isiandermews.com

Village Council members approved a new
garbage collection contract last week that they
say enhances recycling and preserves twice
weekly side-yard or backyard pickup of reg-
ular trash, weekly yard waste collection and
monthly bulk waste collection — all while sav-
ing residents $20 a year.

The Council passed the five-vear agree-
ment with Choice Environmental Services,
Inc. on Tuesday, March 16, despite one mem-
ber’s concerns the process was being rushed.

While Council member Michael Kelly said
he felt local leaders had inadequate time to vet

the contract, which they received the day of

the meeting, others said the deal is clearly fair
and needs to be enacted quickly because the
Village's current agreement with Waste Man-
agement, Inc. expires at the end of March.

“l couldn't be more uncomfortable with
this,” Kelly, who would record the lone no
vote, said. "We're secing this, we’re analyz-
ing this, we're negotiating this, and we're
doing it all in a 15-minute period. This is a
big contract and deserves more analysis than
this.”

On the other hand, Vice Mayor Enrique
Garcia remarked, “We have done our home-
work, and as well as we can tell, it’s a fair
contract;” while Council member Jorge Men-
dia added, “It's an improvement over the last
one. It's cheaper than the last one.”

Indeed, the new contract allowed the Coun-
cil to set homeowners® annual bills at $475,
or 520 less than the current £495 rate; and
keep the system status quo for residents in
terms of when and how they put out their
trash, recycling, yard waste and bulk waste.

“It’ll be the same schedule as right now,”
Public Works Director Armando Nunez said.

The Council had discussed the basic agree-
ment March 9, and after that discussion voted
unanimously on a service package and to con-
firm Choice Environmental as the vendor,

Village Manager Chip Iglesias had pre-
sented a variety of options on the 9th,
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Council members were enthused about the
contract March 9. That continued, for the
most part, on the 16%,

Kelly said his concem is not with Choice
Environmental — “[ think the vendor sounds
great and the deal the Manager negotiated is
great,” he noted — but with the fact that local
leaders had just hours to review a 30-page
contract filled with legalese. He noted the
contract will be in place for five years, so he
wants to make sure the Council gets it right.

Kelly's concems only grew when Council
members renegotiated part of the contract
from the dais, albeit in the Village’s favor, by
getting Sage to agree to cap fuel cost in-
creases at 7 percent for the life of the contract.
Kelly notecl the fuel issue was new in the

March 16 documents, and he didn’t want to
rush to a decision without making a full re-
view.

Iglesias said Kelly's concerns are valid, as
did Davey.

“It’s a fair statement,” lglesias said; while
Davey noted, *1 understand your point, but 1
don’t know what the solution is.”

The Manager agreed, noting the reason the
process feels rushed is the March 16 meeting
normally would have been March 23, but was
pushed forward due to the Sony Ericsson
Open at Crandon Park. Had the Council been
operating under its typical schedule of meet-
ing the second and fourth Tuesday of the
month, he would have had another week to
prepare the contract and present it to Couneil

members for their review.

Iglesias added because of the scheduling
change, the Council won't meet again until
April 13 = which is a problem, as the commu-
nity is already operating under an ex{ension
with Waste Management and he isn’t sure if
the finrm would agree to another extension
afier this one expires March 29,

With that in mind, the majority of Council
members said they are comfortable with the
language negotiated by Iglesias and Village
Attorneys, and want to get the new vendor
on board as soon as possible, After the 6-1
vote, Iglesias said he will start working right
away on a transition plan to get Choice En-
vimnmemal up and running in Key Bis-

By KELLY JOSERHSEN 77710
kiosephsen@islandernews.com

Village officials are applying to be a pilot
city for the Google Fiber for Communities
project, which would make ultra high speed
Internet connections available to the public,
and they’re asking local residents for their
help.

Residents are urged to nominate Key Bis-
cayne by tomorrow’s deadline by submitting
information about the community and why
it would make a pood test site for Google’s
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Key Biscayne Sales

200 Ocoan Lane Dr #PA3 1 Bedroam' 1 Balh panthouse
aparimant in ocwan front buliding. Floor to cafling windows wirh
dioroct gcoan view. $450,000 Call James Salas 305-300-5T84

Commodore Club South #1011 2 bedrooms/2 baths
south side exposune, all tile floors, priced to sell.
Best value of ocean fromt bulsding on a high floor,

$4989.000 Call Jim Salas 305-300-8784

imitiative. A link is available on the Village
website, www.keybiscayne.fl.gov.

According to Village officials, Google's
project would benefit everyone — kids, stu-
dents, professionals, business owners and
anyone who uses the Internet for communi-
cation and education,

“The ability to have a high-speed fiber In-
temel connection leads to enhanced produc-
tivity and broadens how the Internet will be
used by our residents, students, and busi-
nesses on the island,” Village' Manager Chip
Iglesias remarked.

Stop by Square Shopp

Wwww keybiscaynehouses.com

482 Wooderest Rd

Baautiful new 4 badroom 3.5 bath elevated Keay West

styla hvome, humicans windows, marbls and wood fioors
boautiful pool patio area, §1.750,000 also for rent $7,000fmanth
unfumnished. James Salas 303-300-6764

335 West Enid
4 bad plus maid's, 2008 Construction, Elegant hoemy wilh marbls
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Officials believe the technology would
allow the local government to enhance serv-
ices it provides to residents, and would also
benefit the Key Biscayne K-8 Center and
other island schools.

Google will provide all the infrastructure
necessary for the project, which means run-
ning fiber lines to the area and providing
fiber-to-home connections.

The selected communities will be an-
nounced later this year. For more informa-
tion, visit the Village website at
www. keybiscayne. fl.gov,
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Governors Lodge 20 - 300 Sunrise dr

Completely Remodeled 2 bed/ 1 bath annual furnished
or unfurnished rental. 51,500/month

Steps from the Beach. Josks Albalne 305-205-158T

Key Ambassador #5085
Bright and spacious 2/2, split floor plan; ceramic tiles in
living area and carpet in bedrooms; I'I‘Hh-lz.l'pahﬂtd:z
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